
Teach Yourself to Fish



What You Will Learn

• How to navigate man pages.
• How the $PATH environment variable is used.
• What the which command does.
• How to ask commands for help.
• How to search man pages.



Navigating Man Pages

Enter Move down one line.
Space Move down one page.
g Move to the top of the page.
G Move to the bottom of the page.
q Quit.



Environmental Variables

• Storage location that has a name and a value
• Typically uppercase
• Access the contents by executing:

o echo $VAR_NAME



PATH

• An environment variable
• Controls the command search path
• Contains a list of directories







Which Command Exactly?

which Locate a command







Starting to Fish

• Look at the directories in $PATH.
• Look at the files in each directory.
• Use man to learn what the command does.







Get Help with --help or -h

• Add --help to a command to get help.
• Try -h if --help doesn’t work.







Searching Man Pages

man -k SEARCH_TERM





Summary

• Man is used to display documentation.
• $PATH controls your search path.
• Learn the full path to commands with which.
• Ask commands for help with --help or -h.
• Search man pages by using man -k.



Next Steps

• Examine your $PATH environment variable
• Perform an ls on each directory in your 
$PATH.

• Pick a few commands that look interesting.
• Use man to learn what the command does.
• Try using --help and -h on a few commands.
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